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School Board Meetings
The upcoming Garner-Hayfield-Ventura School Board meetings will be held as
follows:

• Monday, October 11, 2021, 6:30pm
• Monday, November 15, 2021, 6:30pm

The meetings will be held in the high school media center.
Visitors are welcome to attend.

Substitute Paraprofessionals, Teachers & Custodial Staff Needed
Garner-Hayfield-Ventura CSD is looking for paraprofessionals, teachers,
and custodial substitutes. For a paraprofessional substitute, no specific
certification is required. We invite any age, male or female, to apply.
Hours will vary depending on which area you are subbing. If you think
this could be for you, please call and inquire at any of our buildings.

In order to substitute as a teacher, you will need to have an associate’s
degree or higher and substitute authorization from the Board of
Educational Examiners.

Custodial staff hours and building will vary, depending on the need. We
invite anyone that may be interested to contact Kris Hanson, Director of
Maintenance, at 641.923.2718.

Substitutes Contacts:
GHV PS-8th & Paraprofessionals
Connie Hackenmiller
641.923.7124

Nurse
Bonnie Hiscocks
641.924.2355

Maintenance
Kris Hanson
641.923.2718

GHV High School
Beth Hawe
641.923.2632

Food Service
Joe Vogt
641.924.2356

Transportation
Kevin Hanson
641.923.2134

All new substitutes will need to stop at the superintendent’s office for a background check and to fill out employment
paperwork. Thanks!

Meet Our New Staff!
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Ken Kasper, Superintendent
I was formerly a high school principal and athletic director for Alburnett Schools, an
assistant principal for Vinton-Shellsburg Schools, and an alternative school coordinator and
student services coordinator with the Forest City Schools.

I started my teaching career with Ventura Schools as a middle school and high school
science teacher. I have a bachelor’s degree in biology from Southwest State University and
a Master of Science in education administration from Drake University in 2000. I then
earned my specialist degree in educational leadership from the University of Northern Iowa
in 2018.

My wife, Ariann, and I have two children who both live in Florida. My hobbies include riding my Harley, bicycling,
and spending time with our boys and family.

A few of the accomplishments I'm proud of include expanding operational sharing agreements, improving school
culture, financial forecasting, and expanding student pathways.

Shawn Miller, High School Principal
I am excited and honored to serve as principal for the staff and students of
Garner-Hayfield-Ventura High School. I have spent the last 23 years working in education,
and I am eager for this next opportunity. I am originally from Britt, IA, and was the last
graduating class of Britt High School in 1989 before it became West Hancock.

After graduating from Iowa State University in 1993 with a degree in Speech
Communications and a minor in Psychology, I spent six years working for Principal Financial
Group in their Dallas, TX, office. Next, I spent six years working for North Iowa Area
Community College (NIACC) in the Foundation as well as in Admissions. Being in the
college setting ignited my passion for becoming an educator, and I earned my degree in

teaching from Buena Vista University on the NIACC campus.

My first experience as an educator in public education was as a high school English teacher and school counselor
for the Mason City Alternative School for three years. From there, I spent 12 years at Forest City Community
Schools as a high school English teacher, high school counselor, and K-12 instructional coach while also earning a
degree in Educational Leadership from Iowa State University. My first principal position was as elementary
principal for North Iowa Elementary in Buffalo Center. I loved being a school leader, and I am eager to move back
to the high school setting as principal of GHVHS. I have a son, Tommy, who will be a sophomore this year, and my
daughter, Raina, will be a senior. One of our favorite things to do is camp, although we don't really rough it too
much. We have a permanent camping spot at Hanna's Campground in Crystal Lake, and that's where you can find
me most weekends during the summer.

As the school year unfolds, I can't wait to attend the athletic and fine arts events at GHVHS and support our
students both in academics and extracurricular activities. We learn so many important life lessons from being part
of a team.

In addition, I am looking forward to getting to know the staff and students and to partnering with parents to
provide a top notch educational experience for all of our kids. I have high expectations for learning, and I am
committed to maintaining an environment that supports that. Together with the administrators, teachers, and staff,
we will create a culture that focuses on providing educational opportunities that challenges our students, building
character, and preparing our kids for success beyond high school.

It's going to be a great school year!
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Ryan Schmalen, 7-8 PE and 9-12 Athletic Director
Educational Background:
Graduated high school from Clear Lake. Continued my education and athletic career at
Upper Iowa, where I wrestled and studied physical education.

Teaching History: Hometown:
Taught 6-8 PE at Janesville Middle School for one year.            Clear Lake, IA

Personal Interests/Hobbies:
I enjoy playing and watching sports, hanging with my family, friends and girlfriend. I enjoy
snowmobiling during the winter. I love to play card games.

Reason I got into teaching:
The reason I got into teaching was because of my family. It all started with my grandma who was a great teacher in
Charles City who then passed it onto my mom and then finally on to me. Watching and hearing all the great stories
about these two and how they touched so many lives of students that they taught made me want to do the same
for the students that I am going to be around. I am very excited to be in Garner and cannot wait to get to know
everyone.

Family:                                Pets:                                                                                       Favorite Food:
I have a beautiful                 I have no pets right now as my pets recently                       Chicken strips
girlfriend (Shelby).               passed away. Want another dog and cat, eventually.

Colton Ironside, 7-12 Vocal Music Director
Colton Ironside is the new 7-12 Vocal Music Director at GHV. Colton graduated from Luther
College in 2021 and is excited to start off his teaching career! While Colton is new to the
teaching profession, he has a lot of experience in similar fields, working as a swim team
coach, a camp counselor at Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp, and a church choir director.

Colton is originally from Marion, Iowa, where he developed an interest in teaching during
his summers as a swim lesson teacher at the local pool. Outside of the realms of teaching
and music, Colton loves to bake, cook, and watch bad movies.

Kalie Hejlik, 7-12 Special Education
Educational Background: NIACC and Waldorf graduate of 2020

Teaching History: 1st year

Hometown: Garner graduate of 2014

Current Town: Garner

Hobbies: Spending time with family and friends Favorite color: purple

Favorite Restaurant: Casa Patron

Nic Tusha, 7-8 Future Ready Skills
This will be my first teaching job. I graduated from GHV. My hobbies include spending time
with family and friends, golfing, dirt track racing, playing video games, watching sports and
any movies. My favorite food is really anything that you can grill. The Energy Bus is my
favorite book.

I got into teaching because I had a lot of impactful teachers growing up and really wanted
to be able to be a positive role model for students and athletes and watch them grow as
human beings.
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Kelsey Nierengarten, 7-8 Math Teacher
Educational Background:
West Fork Grad (High School), NIACC Grad (AA Liberal Arts), UNI Grad (BA Double Major
in Elementary Education/Middle Level Education)

Teaching History: Hometown:
2 Years at Belmond-Klemme Elementary, 6th Grade         Sheffield, IA, now in Clear Lake, IA

Personal Interests/Hobbies:
I love going to country music concerts and staying busy. I work a lot on the side at a
Brewery in Clear Lake and the golf course in Sheffield. I also play in a sand volleyball

league in the summer along with a couple slow pitch softball tourneys.

Family:
My mom (Kathy) is a dental hygienist and dad (Terry) manages a plant in Sheffield called Lemar Industries. Little
brother (Jake) works at UPS in Mason City. All of us still live close together and love to boat in the summer.

FAVORITES
Food: Pizza Color: Gold/Black Place: Europe Book Genre: Mystery Drink: Coffee
Sport to Play: Softball Sport to Watch: Hawkeye Football

Payton Skjeie, 4th Grade Teacher
Hi everyone! I am so excited to be teaching 4th grade this year at GHV. In December 2020, I
graduated from Iowa State University. Go Cyclones! This will be my first full time teaching
job, and I’m so eager to start!

To say a little bit about me, I grew up and currently live in Forest City, Iowa. I have one
sister, Audrey, and two brothers, Blake and Carter. My family also has two miniature
goldendoodles who we love so much, Zoey and Penny.

Some of my favorite things to do in my spare time are trying new recipes, going on walks
with my dogs, and spending time with my friends and family. Growing up I have always

wanted to be a teacher, and I am so grateful to have this opportunity to inspire and teach the next generation. I’m
excited to get to know my students and all the great people here at GHV. Go Cardinals!

Kelli Wilson, 3rd Grade Teacher
Hi 👋   I’m Kelli, also known as Miss Wilson in the classroom. I’m going to be a first year
third grade teacher at GHV this year, and I’m from Manly, IA. I graduated from UNI this May!
Go Panthers!  💜  💛

I became a teacher because I had some great people inspire me to help kids grow! I
absolutely love Target, where I also work part time. One of my favorite hobbies is crafting,
literally anything. I love to workout and stay active.

I also like to bake, shop, and statement earrings are my favorite accessory. Some of my
other favorite things include country music, coffee, sunflowers, being with my friends and

family, and dogs. 🐶  I live for school dress up days... I am that “extra” teacher that loves to have fun! A motto I live
by and want to teach my students is, “no one is you, and that’s your power”.
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2023 Foreign Language Department International Trip
The Foreign Language Department at GHV would like to announce the 2023
international trip. Students eligible to take this trip must have taken Spanish 2
by the time we travel in 2023 and should be enrolled in Spanish for the
following year.

If your student is interested in traveling with us, check out our itinerary at:
https://bit.ly/2023_TRIP. Participant forms and deposits are due by Tuesday,
October 5. If you need a participant form, please contact June Bahnsen at jbahnsen@ghvschools.org. If you would like to
receive future emails regarding this trip, please fill out this form at https://bit.ly/garner_signup.

You’re Invited to the GHV Book Fair
The fall book fair will be open Tuesday, October 26th, and Thursday, October 28th during Parent Teacher Conferences
at the GHV Elementary/Middle School school library.

This annual event is held in the P-8 library during the fall and spring conferences.  Students eagerly await the arrival of
cases full of new books, and I am very excited about adding to our library collections as well.  This year our Scholastic
Book Fair will feature books for Preschool-8th Grade students.  As the librarian, I am grateful for parents’ support of
reading and our school library with purchases from the book fair.  The profits received from this program have provided
an extensive variety of books for our collections in the past, and this year I am looking forward to adding new fiction and
nonfiction titles to both of our GHV libraries.

Teachers will also continue to benefit from purchases that parents make for their classrooms through the “Teacher Wish
List” program.  This display will be located near the main entrance of our library.

Please continue to encourage your children to be readers! I am looking forward to seeing many of you at this year’s book
fair.

Upcoming Choir Concerts
On ​Tuesday, October 19th, the 9-10 Mixed Choir and the 11-12
Concert Choir will present their Fall Concert in the High School
auditorium. The concert begins at 7:00 p.m. and will feature a wide
array of choral music. Come to enjoy some great music and support
all of our excellent singers.

On Tuesday, November 9th at 7:00, the 7-8 Mixed Choir and the
7-8 Band will present their Fall Concert. The concert begins at 7:00
in the High School auditorium. A lot of learning has taken place so
far, so make sure to come support both groups!
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Impulse Members Selected
Congratulations to the following GHV high school students for their selection to the 2021-2022 Impulse choir:

● Caitlyn Bjoracker, junior
● Chloe Frank, senior
● Kenadie Lau, senior
● Madi Renner, freshman
● Carly Joynt, junior
● Liz Richardson, senior

● Karlee Young, junior
● Aerick Mary, junior
● Braden Renner, senior
● Brennan Swartout, senior
● Sam Dodd, junior
● Wyatt Haubrich, sophomore

All-State Auditions
This year, GHV has 9 students auditioning for the All-State Choir. They have all put in numerous hours practicing their
music alone and in groups. Auditioning for All-State is a feat all in itself, as students that participate in the process
undergo a lot of growth in a very short period of time. Auditions are incredibly stressful and take place all day on
October 23rd, so make sure to cheer on all of our GHV auditionees!

GHV Drama and Music Department Fall Musical
The GHV Drama and Music departments have started rehearsals
for this year’s fall musical, Mamma Mia! Using music by the
Swedish group, Abba, the story follows the journey of young
Sophie who is about to get married and is attempting to figure
out which of three men might be her father to walk her down the
aisle without upsetting her mother, Donna.

Mamma Mia stars Kenadie Lau as Donna Sheridan, Kenzie Cole
as Sophie Sheridan, Carly Joynt as Rosie, Jessa Heitland as
Tanya, Wyatt Haubrich as Sam, Sam Dodd as Harry, Nolan Balk
as Bill, Sam Wood as Sky, Chloe Frank as Ali, Kylie Anderson as
Lisa, Ty Groom as Pepper, Braden Renner as Eddie, and Brennan
Swartout as Father Alexandrios. The musical also stars the
following students as other islanders, wedding attendants, and
friends: Sarah Schmidt, Morgan Krein, Jailyn Krein, Emma Goll,
Rylee Frayne, McKenna Greiman, Jacelynne Piper, Hailey Hanson,
Brittney Lester, Sara Homann, Becca Hejlik, Emily Martinson,
Irene Link, Aerick Mary, Gracelyn Walker, Valarie Welsh, Ali
Hess, Kenedee Frayne, Bee Baker, Caitlyn Bjoraker, Shelby
Howke, Madi Renner, Kayle Navarro, Kinley Humphrey, Abigail
Myers, and Jaren Greiman.

Shows are November 5th and 6th at 7PM in the GHVHS
Auditorium. Tickets are $4 for students and $5 for adults and
will be available on the GHV website.

6 of 10



Prevent Underage Drinking During the Holidays
The holidays are a time for fun, celebration and relaxation. However, it is also a time when youth are more likely to have
access to alcohol. The ASAP (Allies for Substance Abuse Prevention) encourages parents to talk to their children about
the dangers of underage drinking.

On an average day in December in the United States, approximately 11,000 youth will try alcohol for the first time.
Opportunities and pressure to drink – especially during celebrations – can increase during this time of year because most
students are out of school for winter break, and people tend to have more alcohol in their home during the holiday
season. This is a public health problem because alcohol is the most widely used substance by our youth.

Although their friends and the media play a role, parents are the number one influence on their children’s decision about
alcohol. They are paying attention to what you say and do. Talk to your kids about the risks of underage drinking. If they
go to a party, talk to the other parents to be certain that alcohol will not be available. Urge your child to call you if he/she
feels uncomfortable. Be available to provide them with a ride home if needed.

Here are some tips to help prevent underage drinking:

✓ Do not change or relax your rules simply because it is the holiday season. Teens need limits and need
monitoring.

✓ If you leave home for an evening, be certain that your alcohol is locked up, especially if your teen may have
friends over. Be aware that unsupervised teens are at risk for alcohol use.

✓ Be sure to lock your medicine cabinet when teens are at your house. Alcohol is not the only substance that might
be accessible. Prescription medicine abuse is growing, so be aware of this.

✓ Be a role model yourself. Know your limits. Do not drink and drive.

✓ Never provide alcohol or a place to drink alcohol to underage persons.

If you have any questions please contact the ASAP Coalition (Allies for Substance Abuse Prevention), Sandy Rayhons
(director@asap4hc.com) or Kelly Hutcheson (projectmanager@asap4hc.com).

Non-Discrimination Policy Statement
It is the policy of the Garner-Hayfield-Ventura Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orientation,
gender identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) in its educational programs and employment practices. There is
a grievance procedure for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this
policy please contact the district’s Equity Coordinator: Shawn Miller, GHV High School Principal, 605 Lyon Street,
Garner, Iowa 50438, 641.923.2632, smiller@ghvschools.org.
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October 2021

PS-8 School
High School

September 2021
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
26 27
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4:15 PM 7 VB @ FC
4:30 PM JH XC(H)
5:00 PM G/B XC (H)
5:30 PM JJV/JV VB@BK w/WF

28
1:20 PM UNI College Rep
4:15 PM 7/8 FB @ WH
5:30 PM JJV/JV/V VB(H)HD/CAL

29
One Hour Early Dismissal
One Hour Early Dismissal

30
7:00 AM YIELD Mtg
12:30 PM Univ of Iowa College Rep
4:15 PM 7/8 VB (H) EG
5:00 PM G/B Cross Country @ H-D-
Maynes Grove

1
Sukup Mfg Online Career Panel
ACT Late Reg. Date

8:25 AM NHS Tapping
4:45 PM JJV FB(H)Crestwood
7:30 PM FB(H)Crestwood

2
SAT Test Date
Algona Band Days

9:00 AM JV VB Tour@SA

3 4
Flu Shots-Students & Staff
Flu Shots-Staff & Students

4:30 PM JH XC @ LM
7:00 PM NHS Fall Induction

5
4:15 PM 7/8 FB @ NUnion
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Grove CC
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2:30 PM PSAT Pre-Admin. (select Jrs)
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9
State Marching Contest

10 11
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City
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(Rain Date)
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7:00 PM Var VB-Regionals @TBD
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End of 1st Quarter
1st Rd FB Playoff 
End of 1st Quarter

8:30 AM All School Picture retake day
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All State Auditions
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11:00 AM Lions Pork Dinner
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8:25 AM ASVAB Testing (Juniors)

26
National FFA Convention
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4:30 PM P/T Conferences
7:00 PM Var Volleyball Regionals @TBD

27

No School - Teacher PD
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27

No School - Teacher PD
No School - Teacher PD

28

7:00 AM YIELD Mtg
4:30 PM P/T Conferences
4:30 PM P/T Conferences

29

HS Picture Re-Takes

30
State XC@FD

31 1
1st day of JH Boys BB

2 3
One Hour Early Dismissal
One Hour Early Dismissal

4
SAT Reg. Deadline

7:00 AM YIELD Mtg

5
ACT Reg. Deadline

11:00 AM NHS Fall Blood Drive
7:00 PM Fall Musical - Mamma Mia

6
SAT Test Date

7:00 PM Fall Musical - Mamma Mia
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November 2021

PS-8 School
High School

October 2021
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November 2021
S M T W T F S
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December 2021
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
31 1

1st day of JH Boys BB
2 3

One Hour Early Dismissal
One Hour Early Dismissal

4
SAT Reg. Deadline

7:00 AM YIELD Mtg

5
ACT Reg. Deadline

11:00 AM NHS Fall Blood Drive
7:00 PM Fall Musical - Mamma Mia

6
SAT Test Date

7:00 PM Fall Musical - Mamma Mia

7 8
1st Day of G BB

9
7:00 PM 7&8 Band/Choir Concert

10
One Hour Early Dismissal
One Hour Early Dismissal

7:45 AM NHS Mtg
2:30 PM Teen Council Mtg

11
7:00 AM YIELD Mtg
4:15 PM 7/8 BB @ Newman

12 13
8:00 PM Winter Formal

14 15
1st Day of B BB/Wrestling

4:15 PM 8 BB (H) WH
4:15 PM 7BB @ WH
6:30 PM GHV School Board Meeting
6:30 PM GHV School Board Meeting

16
4:15 PM 7 BB (H) LM
4:15 PM 8 BB @ LM
6:15 PM JV/V G BB@HD - HOP Scrim-
mage

17
One Hour Early Dismissal
One Hour Early Dismissal

18
All State Music Festival

7:00 AM YIELD Mtg

19

ACT Late Reg. Date

4:15 PM 7/8 (H) BK

20

21 22
9:00 AM HS Midterms Due
4:15 PM 7 BB @ FC
4:15 PM 8 BB (H) FC

23
SAT Late Reg Date

24
No School-Teacher Comp Day
No School- Teacher Comp Day

25
Thanksgiving Break-No School
Thanksgiving Break-No School

26 27

28 29 30
4:00 PM JV/V G/B BB@NI
4:15 PM 8 BB (H) BG
4:15 PM 7 BB @ BG

1
One Hour Early Dismissal
One Hour Early Dismissal

2
7:00 AM YIELD Mtg
4:15 PM 8 BB @ FC
4:15 PM 7 BB (H) FC
6:00 PM WR@NP, w/LM, New
7:00 PM YIELD Graduation

3
4:00 PM JV/V G/B BB(H)FC

4
SAT Test Date

10:00 AM WR@Okoboji Tourney
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